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WNY Fishing and Outdoor Report

Fall salmon staging season nears

BY CAPT. FRANK CAMPBELL
Director of Outdoor Promotions for Destination 
Niagara USA

I am not wishing away sum-
mer by any means but, as August 
pushes forward, we are getting 
closer to the return of the king 
salmon to their native rivers if 
they are wild fi sh, or the tribu-
taries where they are planted if 
stocked.

The kings will stage in areas in 
the lake prior to making their run 
into the rivers where the spawn-
ing process will continue until the 
female lays her eggs and the male 
fertilizes them; soon after, the 
salmon will die. The staging or 

schooling of Lake Ontario salmon 
occurs around mid-August and 
can last a month or so, as the fi sh 
will enter the tributaries in waves. 
They will spend about two to four 
weeks in the rivers to complete 
the spawning process.

As anglers, the staging process 
is when we seek out the kings in 
a shallower water environment, 
as often the salmon are at the big-
gest point of their lifetime. The 
New York state record king salm-
on of 47 pounds, 13 ounces, was 
caught out of the Salmon River in 
Pulaski during early September 
in 1991 – just to give you a refer-
ence of potential size. 

As you can imagine, August is a 
great time to get out on Lake On-
tario to target salmon and possi-
bility catch your personal best of 
this species. Whether you book a 
charter with a local charter cap-
tain or take your personal boat, 
don’t forget to join one of the con-
tests that are taking place later in 
August. 

For trout and salmon specifi c 
competitions, it’s hard to beat 
the Fall Lake Ontario Counties 
Derby, which takes place from 
Aug. 18 through Sept. 4. The 
LOC, as it’s referred to by the 
fi shing community, offers cash 
prizes for the heaviest fi sh in 
the categories of salmon, brown 
trout and steelhead. A total in 
excess of $67,000 will be up for 
grabs. Each division will pay 
back to 20th place, with the 
grand prize of $25,000 going to 

Salmon in the river during the spawn run. (Walleye will be one of species in the “Fish Odyssey.” Staging salmon 
from Lake Ontario. (Submitted photos)

SEE GET OUT, continued on Page 15
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